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A HEAP OF DUST.
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¥ hin
don’t make him like

5t he does think

yourseld

in his
way anil him,
he wonldn't take so muoeh notiee of
you. ['ve watelwd yon when he was
here, anid I've been perfectly neha
of you when [ saw how you put 3
Belf forward to demand his attentions,
1 shudder for Mary's reputation when
you are grown up, for 1 know you will
disgrace her. | never saw such a for
wani, shameless creatury a5 yon ure.
Never."

I was too young, then, to understand
the meaning of iy stepmother’'s wonds,
but they tronbled me deeply, notwith-

vonrself on

A FRIESD AT LAST.

standing. | knew that their import,
whatever thelr meaning, was to mis
represent and libel me, and that 1 was
thus persecuted beeanse Thad sncoeed-
od in gaining the esteem of oue person
out of all T knew.

I remember I thought it very hard |

that 1 conld not have this ooe friend

my sister had the attentions and love of
ereryone else. 1 thonght that with all
she fl;:!. I misht be nilowasd the pleas
ure of one frie P uscoveted, and
for the first time in my life 1w

slightly inelined to contend for
rights. Not that I did contend In the

1s}

1| abuse, aod yeb I'mons

| won't want to necuse one of Iying any
| more, either."

least, 1y wond or set, but simply that [ |

slination
1ny

felt the in
From th my stepmother took
every precantion she conld to keep Wil
Hanley and T separated She never
permitted me to goto Mrs. Brown's if
,Bhe could prevent it, and she was use-

| plaged my face in the fumes and hald

 be awhile before you set yourself up
withonot him being grudged to me, when

r '

lHJ‘ prepareid to do tha
Will eame to our how
very well, by one dev
to kesp me out of hiseom|
ly sending me to the k
Aunt Mury,
hour, though |
did not need m
me out of the way

Will and [ contrived
spend n great many hours taget
he plainly showed t

and when
manage
and another,

s he pai

l appearance.

¢ alwnys sp
hair ps or golden I
never falled to nddress m
Aggie. He was so kird, und so consid-
erute of my 1 that 1 grew to love
him more and more as the days passed,
r1 had kmown Wil
or several months, my step-
was, for clinse, in an an-

ne, anid, bes

ks, and he |

sOme

plied tome all the vile
i her tongme wis mus-
for o I.mulr«u!|
f which | was innocent, and

il

of ':'.'hl-'

i berated me

o the moat sneering and abusive |

manner of my looks [do not know

why it was, butl for some reason [ felt
the wiches she heaped wpon me
more  keenly than | ever hnd before:
and I could not tamely submit without |

offering n word of pro

st. Her words
stung me to the quick, und for the first
i my life T dared to speak in self- |

" " " “t1 |
What you say 15 6ot trée,” 1 said,
i when she eensed a athe of the

Mittoriat ner

I do not know how T ever had
cournge to utter that speech, no
ns it oout of my mout! un |
% dumb with astonishment ut |
of my anducity. My stog

the

mother, i

nimost nd for a fu?.r
minute she stood starine ot me, ber
face b picture of wouder,

“Well," she said, at last, the ok of

wanier giving toaflu . of anger,
wodire you?  How dare you say 1

My eournge mse ns her aoger in-
ereased, and with warmth 1 retorted:

Becausy | am not guilty of the mesn
things you say of me, and I'm tired of
being besten and quarreled at for
things I ain't to blame for.™

My stepmother made no reply, but
stond lodking very har

1 at me, her fnce
flushing snd paling alternatoly. 1 knew

W ] my oourng
ane, and in sheer desperation
“Youall hate me, and you beat me

' th L Just
nothing, Yo cuse me ol being
mean when Pmmot, and you tell people
things ubout me that ain't (rhe, so they
n't like me. Mary bas all the love
1 all the favors, and 1 ged all the

ot thelr dog

good ns she s

I hetter, too, becanse Will Hanloy

e

“Will Hanley?™ my stepmother re-
peated in harsh, groting tones
Yix, Will Hanliy," 1 replied, notling
dusunted. “He says I'm botter than |
Mary and prettler, foo. He ealls me
Agues, and ssys my hair §s not red but
golden, andg he likes me.”

I uttered these Inst words with o
proud deflance that must have been ox-
tremely exasperatiog, 1 never saw ang-
one 50 affected by n speech as my step-
mother was by mine. Her eyes fairly
sparkled with anger while her fnce
prew livid.  She was wholly posssused
by o passion that was unéontrollsble,

She did not speak. 1 was standing
before an open fire roasting coffee, and
she came toward me with firmly com-
preased lips and set tecth. 1 shrank
from her, for 1 saw a hatred as deep as
death written in her features and e
tions, and T feared for my life. Bhe
grasped me by the hair and withont a
word dragged me to the fire. She

it there till T sanlk down breathless.
Then she dragged s away and left me
Iyingon the floor to writhe and moun
with the most excrusiating pain.

Oh, what suffering, what suffering!
What agony racked me from head to
foot! I longed to die, and | begged my
stepmother to kill me. She stood by
and looked on unmoved, 1 even think
she enjoved seeing me suffer, and would
rither have added to my pains than to
have done sught to alleviate them.

“We'll see now.,"” she remarked, with
& tinge of satisfaction in her tones,
“whether anybody says you are prettier
than Mary, We'll see who talks sbout
your golden eurls, too. 1 think it will

a5 & beauty ngain; and I guess you
I believe my stepmother even smiled

s she coutemplated my plight, and Pm
sure she etjoyed my safferingn. My

sleter, 1am glad to say, was less heart-
W She was shocked and grieved by

the severity of my punishment, and set |
op such o wail thet Amt Mary cume
hurrying 1o the room to discover what
it wns abont,

“Fo' de good lan' sake,™ the ol
ored woman eried, s soon 35 her eyes
resied on me.  “Whst ondis eah yesth

hus bappened to dat po’ ¢hile dat nhe'm._whrn I was sorely tired, and wh

hen my | SLOW GROWTH OF THE OAK.'

v

all borned 1o
fell iir tho

ans, It distraets

i incolerent

.'l:n[

Aunt Mary was an excellent nurse,
and she applied remedies with sueh

o subside,

houstion, When I awoke the faithful

14

vant was by my bod, wate
> with the tenderest care.
v does yo' feel, now hnll!'_‘iﬁ‘” shi
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o, D specks, don't yom

| burden of trouble seemed hearior than

gh pure | | conld bear, I thonrh
wer replied, | of reckoning, and

' her away,” she | knowing that there wa
something to stop | in which my wrongs wonld be ;

Mary looked at my stopmother | of the inflietion [ 4

; thing i mind | Mary had m
d like to spéuk, then mutter- | posaible, and s
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Agues or | good effect that in time my pains began | fire had wrought,
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When at Jast | saw my faee in a
mirror, and viewed the ravages the
I was shocked be-
description. I felt that the
bhitterest part of my punishment had
jst come, and that the pain | had

r I was disfipured
w0 that 1 looked frightful. and | ha
donbt I would remain =0 for |ife
what bitter sorrow my
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“Yes, much better, Aot Mary. The
pain is gone, now.’
o chile,” she eontiooed, it most 4 |
hart yo' jis awful.” |
It didd, Aunt Mary," 1 replied, “and

for her to' do.™
1

he old sery

ol ngly. “What
tut 7 to do?"
for stepmother to hold me in

the fire and burn my face.”
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she said ot last, *'you's
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wotldn't de

“She did,"

“She canght

me atd d 1 held 1

«ht 1 shonlid

st
For an instant Aunt Mary conld say

vothing, and even then she could only
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CAAPTER VI
SAULY AUTERED
I don't suppose my father ever knew
the ots coneerning my misfortune
M stopmother, no donbt, informed him
th © L had fallen into the fire by scoi-

the truth he would ¢ .lainly have
talien her version o preference. |
never thought 4
cernin
canfident that | should gain nothlng if I
did, and 1 feared that 1 might roceive n

against my stepmother. 1t is altogetlier
probable il

ondoned

L is possible that | judge him wrong-

tiem for his own flesh and

self no paing, no ex-

When
| her elsowhers,

ONTeTIeOee.

and night, and
ways doing something, or
ing, for miy pleasire

V1 said to bher
when she ‘was pottering about, pu
and sweating at a ter

down nnd rest

HEE

You're very nearly ex-
hasnsted, and 1 don't want yor to be do-
ing things for me. Please sit down.®
“In & minnte; by she replied,
“T'se got to make sho' you's comftble
fore I takes noy res’. Dat 1is
o' reckon yo' po' ma, what is lookin'
down Fom Heaben dis minute woukl
vink ob me if T sot "rodnd yeal restin’
tny lazy ole body an' lettin' yon suffer
for anything? She ain't goin® to koteh
me dodn’ ob 14, honey, ‘deed she ain't,
cea'sa T afn't done went an' forgot all de
kin'nesses sh
Yere on dis

owed me when she was

arth.”

“I am comfortable, Aunt Mary," |
protested, “and T don't want a thing; so
please sit down. 170 be perfectly un-
happy if you don't. 1 won't have any-
thing you fix for me, and if yon don't
rest I won't lie here”

1 finally indueed the old woman 1o/ sit
in & chair by my bed, and with my hand
resting in hers we talked of varions
thinge, chiefl among which was my
mother, Then I spoke of my step-
mother, and of the treatment I re-
ceived at her hands, and lamented my
situation in heartbrolen terms. Aunt
Mary listenod, while the tears welled
up in her eyes, then, lifting her bonest,
kind old black fuce to mine, said:

*Neber yo' min', chile, dar's & God In
Heaben who rights eberyting, an’ dar's
day ob reclonin’ comin’. Dem is Gospel
trufs, honey. Dar is & day ob reckonin’,
sho’ us yo' is bawn, an' when dat duy
cume "round woe to dem what is wisk-
ed, an' dem what spitefully uses dem
what {s weak an' helpless. 1 talls ¥o',
honey, I'd sholy & heap druther be In
¥0' &hoes den than to be in de place ob
some folls what 1 knows, ea'se in dat
ter'ble day dem what's been prisecuted
an' ‘spised is goin' o Kit de top seat,
an' de weddin' cake, an' all dem tings
what Is gwine to make folks mon-
st'ous happy; while dem what has had
defr own way, an' has been
8 gwineon in all deir wickedness an'
hardness ob heart, am gwine to be
drub out inter de darkness whar de
debll "I git ‘em, sho' Now yo jis
mark my words, honey, an, see If de
day don't come when der little pot gits
on top, an' when dem as is swingin’
pow'ful kigh §is' now will git to swing-
In' pow'fullow. De Lawd is mouty
pow'ful, honey, an! when he talws a
notion ke jis' shif's folks ‘round wosder-
ful. [He does, sho'"

How long Aunt Mary talked 1 do not
Imow, far [ fell axleep while she was
speaking, snd thongh | heard her volea
for some time the words quoted were all
I remembered of her eonversstion.
These words, & sermon in themsalves,
mads a deep impression on my mind,
und scarcely a day has ever puased that
I'have not recalled them, They were a
source of consolation to me, and oftan

oy
| ing forth my

| “Ho will m

| me complotoly,

missus |

“Noove will ever low 1
mouned.  **No one—no on
Then | thonght of Will Hanley, and
my griel surged up ofresh, submerging

e now," |

How could be look on
my face, ull senrred and drawn, with-
out a feeling of reenlston®
e Jike me now,

[

How conld
when | had become so
repuilsive thut | could not ook upon my
own imige without a shudd _

“He will not, he will
burying my fuce in my

Al T
wunds and pour-
W oa fowof tears
er like we agaln, and |

* with ot one {riend

im all the world "

I 1l ht then thet | woulil nover
by conmge o meet. Will wrain,
for 1 felt that it womld grieve me be-

| ¥ourd recovery o have him turn froin

dent, nnd there was noone (o tell him |
differently, and if he had bLoen told |

s with josthing, us 1 thonght he sure-
Iy must when be saw my disfigured
face. 1 folt that | must ]
from him, hide fr
nl"-b'rll‘t hi"l i

|£1 1-[. aw

M my features.
Yet how conld | besr 16 do that® How
conld | live without his fricndship and
his eheering wonds? There was a bit-
ter strupirle in my heart and 1 was sox-
quisitely miser [ knew not what

nine

{to do, and in uny case there was only

| that step was not
beating for daring to say nnything | &

| suffering before me,
vsay aught to him con- |
the matter, beenuse 1 was fally | ¢

I was still weeping when 1 heard a
outstep on the stairs, | lstened, and
my henrt began to beat wihidly. | knew
Aunt Mary's, and 1 |
wild associate it with but one person.

118 was, it surely was, | thought, ths

| dow
henrtiesa dinre | {n the

| with g
sr efforts to ndid

| may be that suuff beear

it my father wonld have | g, p of Will Hanle
srime if be bad levown of | ¢
, anid hoaped all the blame on me, bat |

I would have fled
Tom the room, but that was Imnposs
as he was already at the door, 1l

| about for u place to hide aud there was
il that ho wus not o Tost o all |

snd all’ [ epuld do wis to sink
hiy the bidside and bury my faoe
covers. 1 was resolved that he
shonld not see my sadly altered foae

| trnes,

[T n& cosTINUED. ]

BiG NOSES.
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It higs ecmes to

at ohildren
i uf the now
ome stuphil,
mombrane iy
a dupee. It
s the rage In
wl of the seven-

rich grow el
An bworking muoeons

enonirh 1o o

Europe toward the

| teenth contury, because it stimnlated |

this member in the noses of sugust and
|

‘to sit |

Whist |

illustrious persons.  Bonaparte, who

was o man of keen and quick percep |
thon, never chose, If he conld help it,

& man with & poor nose for a place of

great responsibility,.  He had remarked

that when the nose was largw enough

to be a good ventllator to his langs,

elasticity in troublous elrewmstances,

resotrtes and general efciency might |
be looked for, The man with insufil-

clent nose ventilations was liable 1o |
get into the biues, to lose presence of

mind, to have a heavy head, and to take

brandy to keep himself up to the mark.

Marshial Noy had o poor nose and a

weak character. 1o was incapable of

conceiving o plan, and needed the stim.

alus of battle to clear the doliwebs

from his brain. Massens, the most re

wureeful of all Honaparte's marshals, |
wis large-nosed, S0 was Bernardotte,

the most clever in Intrigue and the

leakt given to hero-worship, Gambetta
had & large nose and & small amount of
brain. The same may be said of the|
groatest literary artist that France ever |
produced — Renan.  Jules Ferry is
small-brained and big-nosed, Jules
Simon has & big brain and a big nose,
and is, taken all in all, one of the ablest |
of living Frenchmén.  Princess

Clementine, » woman of great capacity, |
his the large hooked nose of the seven: |
teenth century Bourbons and Coudes.

WEATHER SIGNS.

Livieg of App Storms |
at Sen.

Rirds ure vory largely associated with
the weather by seafuvers. In the Eng- |
lish ehunnel the fshormen regard the
Bight of the curlew on dark nights as s
certain precursor of an east wind. The
gales of the spring equinax, says Lon-
den Tid Bits, are called Gowk storms,
beenuse they follow the enckoo—almos, |
everywhern tegurded a8 & weather|
prophet. The appearance of the sea-|
mew promises rain and high southwest |
winds. Seagulls in the flield mean a
storm {rom the southenst, The stormy
petrel Is o bird of il omen. Bt all
these and other bird traditions may be
traced to old Greek and Roman tradi
tions, and possibly even still further|
back.

Then as to fishes, the appearance of
dolphins and porpoises around a ship is
an old sign of a storm. Shaliespeare re- |
fers to it, as do several of the old play |
writers. And agmin we may find the|
explagation in the anclent mythical|
charseter of the dolphin. In old my-|
thology the dolphin typifies the moon, |
and the moon is the weather maker. |
An old belief of sailors that to et lhe|
hair and nails during a ealm would cer |
tainly bring on a storm is plainly refer-
able to the Greek maxim that the nails
must not be pared befare the gods. \

Ir takes soms people a long while to |
find out that poor health s not religion. |

l

Sksty Years OId Before Gonil Seed 1s 1'ro-
doced-Artivity of the itoots.

The extreme limit of the age of th
oak Is not exactly known, but s
iving specimens are at least one thet
sand years old. The tree thrives best
i a deep, tenaclons loam with roeks b
. Btagnant water Is one of 4 Aver
slons. It grows better on a COmPUTa
tively. poor sandy soll than on ricl
ground lmperfeetiy dminsd. ‘The trunl,
at first inelined to be irregular in shape,
straightens wt matneity into o grand
eylindrical shatt.

The oak doss not produce good seed
untll #t s more than sixty years old.
The aeorn I8 the fruit of the
pak; the seed-germ s o very small
object st the pointed end of the noorn
drops, and its vontents donbtless npe
dergo important moleculsr an:
enl changes while it lies

heml-

nnder ity
winter covering of leaves or snow. In
the mild warmth of spring the newen
swells, the Hitle root elongates, emerges
from the end of the shell, snd. no mat-
ter what the position of the Botrn,
turns downward, The root penetrutes
the soil two or three inehes befare the
stalk begins to show itself and grow
upward. The “ment of the neorn
nonrishes both root und stalle, and two
jears may pass before its store of food
Is entiraly oxhansted At the ond of a
year the young oak has nroot twelve to
eightoen Inches long. with mwmerous
shartor rootlets, the stulk belng from
six to eight inches high. Tn this “tage
it differs from the sapling, and again
the sapling differs fram the tree. To
watch these transfortnations under the
lena is a fascinating oeenpation,

IT nnoak eonld be suspended in the
air with all its roots and  rootless per
feet and unobsenred the sight wonld be
ronsidered wonderful. The ae Ivity of
the roots represents & great deal of
iower. They bore into the soil and
flatten themselves to. penetrite a crack
in n roek. Invariably the tips turn
away from the light. The growing
poitit of u tiny outer root Is the back of
the tip a small distanee The tip is
drivets on by the force Whind 1t and
seirches the soil for the easicst polnts
of entrance, When the tips are de
stroyed by obstructions, cold; heat or
othér causes, n new growth starte in

varying directions. The first roats
thicken nand  become girders  te
support the tree, no longer fued.

ing it dircetly, but serving as ocon
duits for the moisture and nourish.
ment gathered by the other rootlets,
which are eonstantly boring their way
Into fresh territary. These absorb wa
ter charged with soluble earth, salts
sulphates, nitrates, phosphates of lime,
magnesin and potash, ete, which Passes
through the larger roots, stem and
branches to the leaves, the Ia boratory

of new growth. An ouk tres may have |

sevetr Wundréd thowsand leaves, and
from June 1o Odtober eraporates two
hundeed aml twenty-six times its own
welght of water. Taldng socount of
the new woods grown, “we obtain
same ides of the enormous guin of mat
ter nofl energy from the outside viud
verse which goes on esoh sumper,
Ok timber & not the henciost,
toughest nor most beautifnl, bat it
combines: maore good qualities than ang
other kind.  1ts fruit is valoable food
and [t bark useful in certain indnstries
An ok plle submerged for six hundred
snd fifty yeurs in London bridge eamo
uft it sound eondition, and there are
spevimens from the Tower of London
which date from the time of Willinm
Rufus. To produce & good onk grove
requires from one hundred and forty to
two hundred yenrs It ssems o long
time toan American, bt forestry is »
perpetual Lranch of economies when
ahee established —Ohlo State Journal

NOVEL METHOD OF EXECUTION.

Tlie Soltan of Keddah's Plag for Pottlog
Convicts Out of the Way,

Thi- sultan of Reddah, in the Malay
peniusula, hos s remarkable method of
earrying out the sentence of death upan
condemned eonviete It s doubtful it
this method of execution is practiced in
any other part of the world. The sul
tan is the ruler of & conntry containing
about sixty thousand people.

On the morping of the day fixed fo
the execution the sultan, followed by
his ministers, goes about o mile and
4 haM from the place to & vacant
space reserved for the execution of
erimisnls. Nothing can b seen in
this place excopting the graves of the

| eondemned and u large tree which s

called the tree of execution. The sul.
tan takes &is seat in o chalr at the foot
of the teee, while hls ministers grouy
themsalves aronnd him on the grou
Then the condemned man is Trought
forward and made to koesl ut & dis
tanoe of about forty feet.  His nemsiure
tied behind his buck and he s naked 16
the waist.

The oxecutioner places upon the left
sligulder of the condemned man a plece
of eottan ¢loth. He then takes in his
hands the lance of justics, which is varp
richly ornamented with silver, puts the
poing apon the man's left shoolder nnd
grasps the handle firmly with both
hands. When these preparstions are
mwade he looks at the saltan, who js
holding the sword of justios in his lnp.
The sultan suddenly raises his hand,
and thisis the signal for the fatal blow,

At this moment the executioner, whe
is always n Hercales [n strength, with
one vigorous blow drives the lunce
through the man's shoulder and inte
his heart, He dies as quickiy as though

| be had been shot through the heart,

snd probably is not conseious of suffer
ing any pain. The executloner then
withdraws the wespon, nnd stanehies
the small smount of Mood ﬂol_w from
the wound with the cotton eloth, in con.
formity with the rites of Islam. Usually
the body of the victim is tarned over 1o
his fumlly, who purify it by ablutions
and hold elshorate fnneral ceremonies.
Mr. Jules Clsine, who recently wit

uessed one of thes executions, says |

that in his opinjon the speetaels is not
pearly so revolfing as that of soma

methods of inflioling capital ponish-
ment.—N. Y. Sun.

—You can safely quarrel with an se-
“'make up,"~Providence Journal
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A G. HALTIWANGER, Druggist.
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The Direct Rowte to and froms Chilcags, Jobint, Ottawn,
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Duremport, Mosestine, Ottimws, Oskalooss, Des
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mn; Wateriown ant Moz Falls In DAKOTA}
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Day Cosshm, FREL RECLINING (J1AIL CARS, and
Palace flowpess, Witk Disieg Cur Serviee  Chos coge
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